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TWENTY-FIVE  OUTSTANDING  LINCOLN  ADDRESSES 


This  compilation  of  addresses  is  an 
attempt  to  gather  for  ready  reference 
a  number  of  the  memorable  utterances 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  which  have  con- 
tributed so  much  to  American  litera- 
ture. The  Lincoln-Douglas  debate 
series  and  the  annual  messages  to 
Congress  are  not  considered  in  this 
plan. 

FIRST  POLITICAL  ADDRESS 
New  Salem,  111.,  March  9,  1832 

Internal  Improvements,  especially 
as  it  has  to  do  with  the  navigation  of 
the  Sangamon  River,  was  stressed, 
and  usury  and  education  were  dis- 
cussed. In  conclusion  Lincoln  said,  "If 
the  good  people  in  their  wisdom  shall 
see  fit  to  keep  me  in  the  background 
I  have  been  too  familiar  with  disap- 
pointments to  be  very  much  cha- 
grined. 

YOUNG  MEN'S  LYCEUM  ORATION 
Springfield,  111.,  January  27,  1837 

"The  Perpetuation  of  Our  Political 
Institutions"  was  presented,  in  which 
Lincoln  pressed  the  point  that  the  only 
danger  our  government  might  antici- 
pate "must  spring  up  amongst  us,  it 
cannot  come  from  abroad." 

SUB-TREASURY  SPEECH 
Springfield,  111.,  December  20,  1839 

Argued  in  favor  of  a  national  bank 
instead  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme  as 
a  means  of  collecting,  safe  keeping, 
transferring,  and  disbursing  the  reve- 
nues of  the  nation. 

WASHINGTONIAN  SOCIETY 

ADDRESS 

Springfield,  111.,  February  22,  1842 

A  criticism  on  methods  employed 
by  preachers,  lawyers,  and  hired 
agents  to  bring  about  temperance, 
with  a  tribute  to  the  members  of  the 
Washingtonian  Temperance  Society. 

MEXICAN  WAR  SPEECH 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  12,  1848 

Examined  the  evidence  which  led 
him  to  the  opinion  that  the  war  with 
Mexico  was  unnecessary  and  unconsti- 
tutional. 

MILITARY  HEROES  SPEECH 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  27,  1848 
A  speech  on  General  Taylor  and  the 
Veto,  including  a  satire    on    General 
Cass  and  the  Democratic  Party. 

EULOGY  ON  HENRY  CLAY 
Springfield,  111.,  July  16,  1852 
Presented  a  brief  biographical 
sketch  of  Clay  with  a  review  of  the 
measures  he  sponsored  and  the  con- 
tributions he  made  to  the  anti-slavery 
cause. 

ANTI-NEBRASKA  SPEECH 
Springfield,  111.,  October  4,  1854 
Douglas  had  spoken  in  Springfield 


the  preceding  day,  and  Lincoln  decided 
to  answer  him.  Glowing  tributes  to 
Lincoln's  oratory  were  broadcast  after 
his  reply  to  the  Little  Giant. 

MISSOURI  COMPROMISE  SPEECH 
Peoria,  111.,  October  16,  1854 

Lincoln  remarked  in  his  introduc- 
tion that  "The  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  and  the  propriety  of  its 
restoration  constitute  the  subject  of 
what  I  am  about  to  say." 

LOST  SPEECH 
Bloomington,  111.,  May  29,  1856 

Although  the  Lost  Speech  at  Bloom- 
ington still  seems  to  be  lost  in  spite  of 
efforts  to  reconstruct  it,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  that  Lincoln  reached  one  of 
the  high  peaks  of  his  oratorical  power 
on  this  occasion. 

SLAVERY  EXTENSION  SPEECH 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  August  27,  1856 

Lincoln  claimed  that  he  made  over 
fifty  speeches  in  the  canvass  of  1856, 
and  he  did  not  know  that  any  of  them 
had  been  preserved.  This  one  recently 
discovered  undoubtedly  repeats  much 
that  was  used  in  the  Lost  Speech. 

DRED  SCOTT  SPEECH 
Springfield,  111.,  June  26,  1857 

The  relation  of  Utah  and  Kansas  to 
the  Union  preceded  the  discussion  of 
the  Dred  Scott  Decision  which  de- 
clared "first,  that  a  negro  cannot  sue 
in  the  United  States  Court;  and  sec- 
ondly, that  Congress  cannot  prohibit 
slavery  in  the  Territories." 

HOUSE  DIVIDED  SPEECH 
Springfield,  111.,  June  16,  1858 
At  a  convention  where  he  had  been 
named  as  a  candidate  for  the  United 
States  Senate,  Lincoln  in  his  accept- 
ance speech  made  the  statement  that 
"a  house  divided  against  itself  cannot 
stand"  and  submitted  evidence  to  show 
it  would  cease  to  be  divided. 

POPULAR  SOVEREIGNTY  SPEECH 
Chicago,  111.,  July  10,  1858 
Judge  Douglas  had  been  given  a  re- 
ception on  the  evening  of  July  9,  and 
Lincoln  answered  his  argument  which 
dealt  mostly  with  Popular  Sovereign- 
ty. 

LECOMPTON  CONSTITUTION 

Springfield,  111.,  July  17,  1858 
This  address  preceded  by  one  week 
the  correspondence  which  led  to  the 
Lincoln-Douglas  debates. 

DEBATES  SUMMARY  SPEECH 
Springfield,  111.,  October  30,  1858 
The  speech  delivered  by  Lincoln  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  1858  canvass, 
which  included  the  Lincoln-Douglas 
debates,  may  well  stand  as  a  summary 
of  his  arguments  in  the  contest. 


WISCONSIN  STATE  AGRICUL- 
TURAL SOCIETY  ADDRESS 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  September  30,  1859 

An  address  in  which  Lincoln  pre- 
sented some  practical  suggestions 
about  agriculture  as  well  as  some 
prophecies  as  to  the  future  of  the  in- 
dustry. 

DISCOVERY  AND  INVENTION 

LECTURE 
Springfield,  111.,  February  22,  1860 
A  popular  lecture  was  delivered  by 
Lincoln  in  many  towns  in  1859,  also 
before  the  Springfield  Library  Asso- 
ciation in  1860. 

COOPER  UNION  ADDRESS 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  February  27,  1860 
The  question  discussed  by  Lincoln 
was  "Does  the  proper  division  of  local 
from  Federal  authority  or  anything  in 
the  Constitution  forbid  our  Federal 
Government  to  control  as  to  slavery 
in  our  Federal  Territories." 

FAREWELL  ADDRESS 
Springfield,  111.,  February  11,  1861 

Delivered  by  Abraham  Lincoln  upon 
his  departure  from  the  town  where  he 
had  lived  for  one-quarter  of  a  century. 

INDEPENDENCE  HALL  SPEECH 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February  22,  1861 
Here  Lincoln  said,  "All  the  political 
sentiments  I  entertain  have  been 
drawn,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
draw  them,  from  the  sentiments  which 
originated  and  were  given  to  the 
world  from  this  hall." 

FIRST  INAUGURAL  ADDRESS 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  4,  1861 
Discussed  matters  of  administration 
about  which  there  seemed  to  be  some 
anxiety  or  excitement  and  assured  all 
that  the  constitutional  rights  of  each 
section  would  be  maintained. 

GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS 
Gettysburg,  Pa.,  November  19,  1863 

The  address  at  Gettysburg  con- 
tained only  two  hundred  and  seventy 
words,  but  its  brevity  has  not  pre- 
vented it  from  becoming  America's 
most  noted  contribution  to  rhetorical 
art. 

SECOND  INAUGURAL  ADDRESS 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  4,  1865 

A  document  set  apart  by  the  press 
of  Great  Britain  as  the  outstanding 
state  paper  of  the  Nineteenth  Century. 

LAST  PUBLIC  ADDRESS 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  11,  1865 

This  address  was  made  to  a  gather- 
ing assembled  at  the  White  House  in 
celebration  of  the  fall  of  Richmond. 
Reconstruction  was  the  theme  of  Lin- 
coln's remarks. 
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WHERE  LINCOLN  MADE  HIS  SPEECHES 


Traveling  having  been  discouraged 
for  the  duration  many  people  may  be- 
come interested  in  visiting  historical 
sites  close  at  home.  This  issue  of  Lin- 
coln Lore  is  an  attempt  to  tabulate  the 
places  where  Lincoln  spoke  and, 
wherever  it  is  recorded,  the  exact 
date  of  his  appearance.  In  certain 
Illinois  towns  where  he  is  known  to 
have  spoken  many  times  no  attempt  is 
made  to  catalogue  all  of  the  dates  on 
which  he  appeared  before  the  people. 
Brief  statements  at  different  points  on 
his  way  to  the  inaugural,  which  were 
merely  words  of  greeting,  are  also 
omitted. 

Connecticut 

Bridgeport,  City  Hall,  3-10-60. 

Hartford,  City  Hall,  3-6  &  15-60. 

Meriden,  Town  Hall,  3-7-60. 

New  Haven,  Union  Hall,  3-6-60. 

Norwich,  Town  Hall,  3-9-60. 
District  of  Columbia 

Washington,  Capitol,  3-4-61. 
Illinois 

Alton,  Presbyterian  Church,  10-2- 
56;  City  Hall,  10-15-58. 

Amboy,  8-26-58. 

Athens,  8-3-37. 

Atlanta,  9-4-56;  Union  Hall,  10-23- 
56. 

Augusta,  8-25-58. 

Bath,  8-16-58. 

Beardstown,  City  Hall,  8-14-58. 

Belleville,  10-18-56. 

Bloomington,  9-12-54,  9-26-54;  Pike 
House,  5-28-56;  Major's  Hall,  5-29-56; 
Major's  Hall,  9-12-56;  Major's  Hall, 
9-16-56;  Centre  Hall,  4-6-58;  Phoenix 
Hall,  4-10-60. 

Carlinville,  8-31-58. 

Carrollton,  8-28-54. 

Carthage,  10-22-58. 

Charleston,  Courthouse,  10-13-56, 
9-18-58. 

Chicago,  Courthouse,  10-6-48; 
Courthouse,  7-25-50;  Market  Hall, 
10-27-54;  Dearborn  Park,  7-19-56; 
Metropolitan  Hall,  2-27-57;  Tremont 
House,  7-10-58 ;  Republican  Headquar- 
ters, 3-1-59;  Larmon  Block,  3-60; 
White  home,  4-3-60;  Mission  Sabbath 
School,  11-25-60. 

Clinton,  10-13-56;  Courthouse,  7- 
27-58,  9-2-58;  Courthouse,  10-14-59. 

Danville,  Fithian  House,  9-22-58. 

Decatur,  9-24-56,  11-1-58;  Republi- 
can Convention,  5-9-60. 

Dixon,  7-17-56. 

Edwardsville,  Courthouse,  9-11-58. 

El  Paso,  8-28-58. 

Evanston,  4-4-60. 

Freeport,  8-27-58. 

Fremont,  8-30-58. 

Fullersburg,  porch  of  house. 

Galena,  DeSoto  House,  7-23-56. 

Galesburg,  Bancroft  House,  8-24- 
58;  Knox  College,  10-7-58. 

Grandview,  8-7-56. 

Greenville,  Franklin  House,  9-13-58. 

Hamilton,  9-17-59. 


Hartford,  City  Hall,  3-5-60. 

Havana,  8-14-58. 

Hennepin,  10-31-48. 

Henry,  8-23-58. 

Highland,  Home  where  entertained, 
9-11-58. 

Hillsboro,  9-9-58. 

Jacksonville,  10-21-48;  Courthouse, 
9-2-54;  Courthouse,  8-6-56,  11-1-56; 
Congregational  Church,  2-11-59. 

Joliet,  10-8-56. 

Jonesboro,  9-15-58. 

LaHarpe,  Methodist  Church,  10-23- 
58. 

Lewistown,  Public  Square,  8-17-58. 

Lincoln,  9-1-56;  Courthouse,  10-16- 
58. 

Livingston. 

Macomb,  Courthouse,  8-25-58,  10- 
24-58. 

Magnolia,  10-31-48. 

Manchester,  Smyth's  Hall. 

Mattoon,  9-7-58. 

Mechanicsburg,  11-4-59. 

Meredosia,  10-18-58. 

Metamora,  10-30-48. 

Monmouth,  Oquawka  road,  10-11-58. 

Monticello,  7-29-58,  9-6-58. 

New  Haven,  Union  Hall,  3-6-60. 

New  Salem,  Cemetery,  2-15-42. 

Oquawka  Junction,  10-9-58. 

Oregon,  near  Rock  River,  8-16-56. 

Ottawa,  10-7-56,  8-20-58. 

Pappsville,  7-32. 

Paris,  8-6-56,  9-7-58. 

Pekin,  Courthouse,  10-5-58. 

Peoria,  10-4-54;  Courthouse,  10-9- 
56;  Hall,  8-19-58;  Courthouse,  8-19- 
58. 

Petersburg,  8-30-56. 

Pittsfield,  10-27-56. 

Postville,  Courthouse,  1939-1949. 

Princeton,  7-4-56. 

Quincy,  Kendall's  Hall,  11-1-54. 

Rushville,  10-20-58. 

Shawneetown,  9-5-40,  9-7-40. 

Shelbyville,  8-9-56. 

Springfield,  (No  attempt  to  compile 
the  Springfield  speeches.) 

Sterling,  7-18-56. 

Sullivan,  9-20-58. 

Toulon,  Courthouse,  10-8-58. 

Tremont,  11-3-48;  Courthouse,  8- 
30-56. 

Urbana,  10-24-54,  6-23-56,  9-17-56; 
Circuit  Court,  10-20-56. 

Vandalia,  Statehouse,  9-23-56. 

Vermont,  10-27-58. 

Waukegan,  4-2-60. 

West  Urbana,  10-21-56. 

Winchester,  8-26-54;  Courthouse,  9- 
29-58. 

Indiana 

Boonville,  1844. 

Bruceville,  Schoolhouse,  1844. 

Gentryville,  1844. 

Indianapolis,  Masonic  Hall,  9-19-59. 

Rockport,  1844. 

Vincennes,  1844. 

Washington,  1844. 


Iowa 

Burlington,  Grimes'  Hall,  10-9-58. 

Council  Bluffs,  Concert  Hall,  8-13- 
59. 

Kansas 

Atchison,  Massasoit  House,  12-2-59. 

Doniphan,  12-2-59. 

Elwood,  Great  Western  Hotel,  12- 
1-59. 

Leavenworth,  Stockton's  Hall,  12-3- 
59,  12-5-59. 

Troy,  Courthouse,  12-2-59. 
Maryland 

Rockville,  Courthouse,  8-26-48. 
Massachusetts 

Boston,  Statehouse,  9-15-48;  Wash- 
ington Hall,  9-15-48 ;  Tremont  Temple, 
9-21-48. 

Cambridge,  9-20-48. 

Chelsea,  9-19-48. 

Concord,  Phenix  Hall,  3-1-60. 

Dedham,  Temperance  Hall,  9-20-48. 

Dorchester,  Richmond  Hall,  9-18-48. 

Lowell,  City  Hall,  9-16-48. 

New  Bedford,  Liberty  Hall,  9-14-48. 

Taunton,  9-21-48. 

Worcester,  South  Church,  1848; 
City  Hall,  9-12-48. 

Michigan 

Kalamazoo,  8-27-56. 

New  Hampshire 

Dover,  City  Hall,  3-2-60. 
Exeter,  Town  Hall,  3-3-60. 
Manchester,  Smyth's  Hall,  3-1-60. 

New  Jersey 
Trenton,  Capitol,  2-22-61. 

New  York 
Albany,  State  Capitol,  2-18-61. 
Buffalo,  American   Hotel,  2-16-61. 
New  York,  City  Hall,  2-20-61;  Coop- 
er Union  Institute,  2-27-60. 

Ohio 

Cincinnati,  Market  House  Square, 
9-17-59;  Burnet  House,  2-12-61. 

Cleveland,  Weddell  House,  2-15-61. 

Columbus,  City  Hall,  8-16-59;  Capi- 
tol, 2-13-61. 

Dayton,  Courthouse,  9-17-59. 

Pennsylvania 

Gettysburg,  Cemetery,  11-19-63. 

Harrisburg,  Capitol,  2-22-61. 

Lancaster,  Site  of  Cadwall  House, 
2-22-61. 

Philadelphia,  Independence  Hall, 
2-22-61. 

Pittsburgh,  Monongahela  House, 
2-14-61. 

Rhode  Island 

Woonsocket,  Harris  Hall,  3-8-60. 

Providence,  Railroad  Hall,  2-28-60. 
Wisconsin 

Beloit,  Hanchett  Block,  10-1-59. 

Janesville,  Young  American  Hall, 
10-1-59. 

Milwaukee,  Newhall  House,  9-30-59. 
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